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Zooming Out: Why OER?



Source: US Bureau of Labor Statistics

Consumer price Indexes for tuition and school related items
July 2011-July 2021

https://www.bls.gov/opub/ted/2021/cost-of-college-tuition-has-remained-stable-since-september-2019.htm


Source: Tennessee Higher Education Factbook 2021-22

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/thec/bureau/research/other-research/factbook/2022/FB%202021-22_Suppressed.pdf


Effects of High-cost Instructional 
Materials 

This Photo by Dids is licensed under CC BY

https://www.pexels.com/search/empty%20classroom/
https://www.pexels.com/@didsss/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Barriers due to the cost of instructional materialsSpica & 
Biddix (2020)

Jenkins et al. 
(2020)

US PIRG 
(2020) FLVC (2019)

Martin et al. 
(2017)

Poor grade 16% -- -- 36% --

Failed a class 3% 9% 3% 17% 4%

Dropped or 
withdrew 10% 12% 7% 23% --

Avoided a 
class 14% 27% 19% 41% 33%

Did not 
purchase 41% 65% 65% 64% 66%

Delayed 
purchase 69% -- -- -- 86%

Took fewer 
courses 27% -- -- 43% 21%

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10755-021-09557-7
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10755-021-09557-7
https://doi.org/10.5334/jime.549
https://doi.org/10.5334/jime.549
https://pirg.org/resources/fixing-the-broken-textbook-market/
https://pirg.org/resources/fixing-the-broken-textbook-market/
https://dlss.flvc.org/documents/210036/1314923/2018+Student+Textbook+and+Course+Materials+Survey+Report+--+FINAL+VERSION+--+20190308.pdf/07478d85-89c2-3742-209a-9cc5df8cd7ea
https://doi.org/10.5944/openpraxis.9.1.432
https://doi.org/10.5944/openpraxis.9.1.432


Textbook Affordability Programs



What is (and isn’t) OER?
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Open Educational Resources (OER) 
are teaching, learning, and research 
materials that are either (a) in the 
public domain or (b) licensed in a 

manner that provides everyone with 
free and perpetual permission to 

engage in the 5R activities.

-- Creative Commons

https://creativecommons.org/about/program-areas/education-oer/


The 5 “Rs”



Types of OER



Why does OER matter?



Value of OER to Students



Value of OER to instructors



Value of OER to institutions





The 6 CC 
Licenses

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

What content can we use? 
How do we give credit?
How can we remix/adapt?

https://www.tonybates.ca/2015/02/16/making-sense-of-open-educational-resources/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://parametricmonkey.com/2015/06/30/creative-commons-software/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Question 1 of 3

What content can we 
use?
1. Public domain material,   
2. Openly-licensed/Creative Commons 

resources,
3. Your original (CC-licensed) work,
4. Copyrighted work you obtained permission 

to use, 
5. Copyrighted work under Fair Use, and/or
6. Any combination of the above  

Regardless which type you use, the best 
practice is to cite/attribute every source 
and list its appropriate license.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://opensource.com/article/18/5/books-kids-linux-open-source
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

Q1 of 4. What content can we use? ✅ Public Domain Materials 

https://guides.lib.umich.edu/creativecommons/licenses
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/copyright/publicdomain
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


“Redefining Women” icon collection
thenounproject.com



Question 1 of 3
What content can we 
use?
1. Public domain material,   
2. Openly-licensed/Creative Commons 

resources,
3. Your original (CC-licensed) work,
4. Copyrighted work you obtained permission 

to use, 
5. Copyrighted work under Fair Use, and/or

Cite/attribute every source.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://opensource.com/article/18/5/books-kids-linux-open-source
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


The Open Education Community 
recommends CC-BY for all 

educational materials.



Non-Commercial = “not primarily intended for or 
directed towards commercial advantage or monetary 

compensation.” 
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


“No Derivative” ND Content
Sure, you can use it. You just can’t change ANYTHING.



Question 1 of 3
What content can we 
use?
1. Public domain material,   
2. Openly-licensed/Creative Commons resources,
3. Your original (CC-licensed) work,
4. Copyrighted work you obtained permission 

to use, 
5. Copyrighted work under Fair Use, and/or
6. Any combination of the above  

Cite/attribute every source.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://opensource.com/article/18/5/books-kids-linux-open-source
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Fair Use? 
Is your use transformative? 
Think of the research paper… 
Courts consider…
1) the purpose and character 

of your use, 
2) the nature of the 

copyrighted work, 
3) the amount and 

substantiality of the portion 
taken, and 

4) the effect of the use upon 
the potential market. 

When in doubt, find other 
material, seek permission, or 
link.



When in doubt, link. 
1.  Try your best to 

select CC-licensed or public 
domain videos in the first place. 

2. Embed videos from video-sharing 
websites for which:
1.  the Terms of Service clearly indicate 

this action is permitted
2. copyright holders can remove their 

videos in cases of copyright 
infringement

3.  Provide proper attribution

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://opentextbc.ca/selfpublishguide/chapter/citation-vs-attribution/
https://cyberlaw.stanford.edu/blog/2012/11/who-owns-link-google-vs-european-publishers
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Question 2 of 3: 
How do we give credit?
TASL Method & CC License Tool 



License v. 
Attribution v. 
Citation
License. What you give to 
works you create to 
communicate the permissions 
you grant for that work’s reuse. 

Attribution. The credit you 
give to authors of 
openly-licensed works.

Citation. The credit you give to 
authors of traditionally 
copyrighted works.



Licensing & 
Attribution 

TASL

T = Title
A = Author (To whom should 
credit be given?)
S = Source (Where can people 
find the resource? Provide a 
link.)
L = License (Link to the 
appropriate CC license deed) 

Title - Author - Source - License



Licensing Your 
Textbook 

Title, Author, 
Source, License

Except where otherwise indicated, this work 
(Course Textbook/Title & Link Here, by Betty 
Abrams, Harold Watson, and Kathy Green) is 
licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 
4.0 International License. 

OR, this shortened version:

Except where otherwise noted, “This Very 
Awesome Textbook” by Betty Abrams, Harold 
Watson, and Kathy Green is licensed CC-BY 4.0. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Attributing 
Individual 
Elements: Image 
Example

Title, Author, 
Source, License “Furggelen afterglow” by Lukas Schlagenhauf is licensed under CC 

BY-ND 2.0. 

https://flickr.com/photos/lschlagenhauf/38494602082/
https://flickr.com/photos/lschlagenhauf/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/


Attributing 
Individual 
Elements

Title, Author, 
Source, License

Image: Office calculator image 
(https://pixabay.com/en/office-pen-calculator-
computation-1574717/) by The Digital Way 
and provided by Pixabay is licensed 
under CC0: No Rights Reserved

Image: Unnamed Photo by John Price is 
licensed under CC0

https://creativecommons.org/about/cc0
http://unsplash.com/photos/UdgvzNom0Xs


 Screenshot from Characteristics of Genres by Lumen Learning is licensed CC-BY 4.0.

https://courses.lumenlearning.com/englishcomp1/chapter/text-comparing-genres-conclusion/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Tool #1:
The CC License 

Chooser & 
Attribution Tool

https://creativecommo
ns.org/choose/

https://creativecommons.org/choose/
https://creativecommons.org/choose/


Keeping it all Straight: The Course Map



Question 3 of 3
What can we remix/adapt? 
Adapt compatible licenses to create the perfect solution. 



The Remix 
“Smoothie”
Remixes/adaptations happen when you cannot 
tell where one open work ends and another one 
begins. 

When remixing, take care to only mix content 
with licenses that allow remixing. 



CC License Compatibility Chart / CC BY 4.0Tool #2: The CC License Compatibility Chart

https://creativecommons.org/faq/#can-i-combine-material-under-different-creative-commons-licenses-in-my-work
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


The CC Adapters License Chart is licensed under CC BY 4.0.

Tool #3: The Creative Commons Adapter’s License Chart
Use this to determine which license you should apply to your remix. 

https://openpress.usask.ca/creativecommons/chapter/remixing-cc-licensed-work/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Recap

● Course Map keeps you organized. 
You’ll thank yourself later.

● CC License Chooser creates 
attributions for you.

● CC Compatibility Chart tells you 
what you can remix.

● Adapter’s License Chart helps 
you apply the right license to your 
remix.

● Fair Use considerations for 
copyrighted materials

Find links in your Guide. 
You’ve got this! 🏆



Course Design 
Resources

● Quality Matters

● Universal Design for Learning

● Backwards Design

● Course Mapping

● High-Impact Practices

Consult your campus 
Center for Teaching and Learning 

or explore the links in the 
Resource Guide



“So one key component of Open Pedagogy might be that it sees 
access, broadly writ, as fundamental to learning and to teaching, 
and agency as an important way of broadening that access. 

To summarize, we might think about Open Pedagogy as an 
access-oriented commitment to learner-driven education AND as a 
process of designing architectures and using tools for learning that 
enable students to shape the public knowledge commons of which 
they are a part. We might insist on the centrality of the 5 Rs to this 
work, and we might foreground the investments that Open 
Pedagogy shares with other learner-centered approaches to 
education. We might reconstitute Open Pedagogy continually, as 
our contexts shift and change and demand new, site-specific 
articulations.”

DeRosa and Jhangiani, Open Pedagogy, 
https://press.rebus.community/makingopentextbookswithstudents/chapter/open-pedagogy/



Open Pedagogy Examples



Adopt. Adapt. 
Create.



















Searching Tips: 
cast a wide net
● broad terms
● many searches on many 

sites
● use limiters

Stuck? Ask your Colleagues!
● CCC-OER Listserv
● Tennessee Textbook 

Affordability ListServ

Hendrik Saleh, Bahasa Indonesia: Aktifitas nelayan di danau Limboto CC-BY-SA

https://www.cccoer.org/community-email/
https://www.tn.gov/thec/bureaus/academic-affairs-and-student-success/textbook/join-the-textbook-affordability-listserv.html
https://www.tn.gov/thec/bureaus/academic-affairs-and-student-success/textbook/join-the-textbook-affordability-listserv.html
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Hendrik_Saleh
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Menjaring_asa.jpg




G

Google 
Advanced 
Search 



Filter by Usage Rights in Google Image Search



Evaluating Course Materials
1. That the content under consideration covers 

the subject area appropriately
2. That the content of the OER is accurate and 

free of major errors and spelling mistakes
3. That the license of the content can be used or 

altered for the course's needs
4. That the OER is clearly written and 

appropriate for the students' level of 
understanding

5. That the accessibility of the content is 
appropriate for all students

● Open Textbook Library Open Textbooks Review 
Criteria

● BC Campus Faculty Guide for Evaluating Open 
Education Resources 

Abbey Elder https://instr.iastate.libguides.com/oer/evaluate 

https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/reviews/rubric
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/reviews/rubric
https://open.bccampus.ca/files/2014/07/Faculty-Guide-22-Apr-15.pdf
https://open.bccampus.ca/files/2014/07/Faculty-Guide-22-Apr-15.pdf
https://instr.iastate.libguides.com/oer/evaluate


5 Principles
Adapted from Dr. Eric Moore, The University of 
Tennessee

1. Use built-in formatting and stylistic tools 
(rather than manual). 

2. Make visual content usable non-visually
3. Build content with visibility in mind. 
4. Use accessibility checking tools.
5. Convert to HTML or PDF from 

Word/PowerPoint with the right tools

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2020/11/19/the-problem-with-accessibility-checklists/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


How is your team infusing diversity, 
relevant and current examples, and/or 

local cultures into your project?
1. Supplement existing content with current, relevant, 

local examples
2. Opportunities to infuse diversity throughout with 

“Feature Boxes” & more 
3. Assessments, Quiz Banks, Tests, etc.

https://usq.pressbooks.pub/diversityandinclusionforoer/

An adaptation and expansion of OpenStax’ Improving 
Representation and Diversity in OER Materials

https://usq.pressbooks.pub/diversityandinclusionforoer/
https://d3bxy9euw4e147.cloudfront.net/oscms-prod/media/documents/OpenStax_Representation_and_Diversity_Development_Guidelines.pdf
https://d3bxy9euw4e147.cloudfront.net/oscms-prod/media/documents/OpenStax_Representation_and_Diversity_Development_Guidelines.pdf


Self-Publishing Guide by BCcampus is licensed under a Creative Commons 
Attribution 4.0 International License, except where otherwise noted.

https://opentextbc.ca/selfpublishguide
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Final Touches: The Cover
• Textbook title

• Subtitle

• Edition number and 
type (if relevant)

• Author(s) or editor

• Name of institution 
sponsor or funder

• Attribution statement 
for cover art

Self-Publishing Guide by BCcampus is licensed under a Creative 
Commons Attribution 4.0 International License, except where 

otherwise noted.

https://opentextbc.ca/selfpublishguide
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Thank You!



Questions?



Reminders
● TBR’s We All Rise Conference 

- October 19-20 in 
Murfreesboro, TN. 

● Join the TN Textbook 
Affordability Listserv 

● Join the TN Open Education 
Hub

https://www.tbr.edu/oesi/we-all-rise
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OI_82jPzdfh4O6Swo1Q3c--FtYDj1pT5vsqp3CS54lc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OI_82jPzdfh4O6Swo1Q3c--FtYDj1pT5vsqp3CS54lc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.oercommons.org/hubs/TNopeneducation
https://www.oercommons.org/hubs/TNopeneducation

